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Background

Rhosllanerchrugog or Rhosllannerchrugog is a village lying five miles south-west of
Wrexham, north-east Wales. It is sometimes referred to as Rhos. It has a population of
approximately 10000, making it one of the largest villages in Wales. Approximately 40%
of the village is Welsh Speaking. Literally translated the name comes from: rhos "moor";
llannerch "glade"; grugog "heathery" hence "Moor of the Heathery Glade." From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://www.wikipedia.org)
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The Project

Place: Rhosllanerchrugog [Rhos] (Wales, Great Britain)
Period: July 1 - September 9 1932

Number of international volunteers: 21

Project partner: Miners Institute

Work: Converting 18 acres waste land at Ponkey Bansk into landscape
gardens, recreation grounds, children's playgroung and a home for
music. Painting houses

Campleader: George Davies, Kitty Lewis

Content of Documentation

No. Document Date

1 International  Voluntary  Service (IVS): Brynmawr - 1932
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No. Document Date
Rhosllanerchrugog - 1932
2 |Voluntary Community Service in Wales - Repeating Brynmawr 19327
Experiment at Rhos
3 |IVS : Rhos and Brynmawr Service, 1932 - List of volunteers 1932
4  |IVS Kitty Lewis: Letter to volunteers 22.Dec.1932
5 |H.P. Vatré: Rapport sur le Service a RHOS, du 1.juillet au 24| Sept.1932
sept.1932
6 |Public Service - What International Volunteers are doing.| Aug.1932
Monthly Review of the League of Nations.
7 |Paul.A.Meylan: Impressions de Service Civil en Angleterre| Oct.1932
1932 Rhosllanerchrugog
8 |Various newspaper cuttings July / August
1932
9 | Photo: Rhosllanerchrugog 1932 1932
10 | Photo: Rhosllanerchrugog 1932 1932
11 | Photo: Rhosllanerchrugog 1932 1932
12 | Photo: Rhosllanerchrugog 1932 1932
13 |Photo: Ingebjorg Sletten from Norway painting the colliers' drab 1932
houses, Rhosllanerchrugog 1932
14 | Photo: Group picture of international volunteers, 1932

Rhosllanerchrugog 1932

Resources in SCI Archives

20321 SCI Services (1932 - 1933)
20321.1 Rhosllanerchrugog, Wales (Great Britain) 1.7.-24.9.1932 (1932)

[.]

60401 Services in Great Britain (1931 - 1938)

[.]

60401.13 Brynmawr 1932, Rhos 1932. [incl. negatives] (1932)

[.]

ArchivesDocumention Rhos 1932.0dt, 09/07/06




0

o . SCIIA 20321
Service Civil Internationa
@ Rhos 1932
International Archives Document No. 1

INTERNATIONAL

VOLUNTARY SERVICE

1932.
BRYNMAWR. RHOSLLANERCHRUGOG,

B R AR o T ETCISHY e

IN 1932, for the second summer in succession, groups of

unemployed men in Great Britain invited members of
the International Voluntary Service to come and help them in the
work of improving and beautifying the towns where they lived.
This work was undertaken entirely voluntarily on both sides, un-
employed and volunteers both giving their labour without payment.

The following is a brief account of the two principal * Services ”
which were held in 1932, together with an outline of the way in
which the British Committee of the International Voluntary Service
hopes to be able to co-operate in the present rapid development
of Voluntary Work and Community Service all over the country,
while furthering at the same time their ideal of international
reconciliation.

BRYNMAWR.

Sixty volunteers in all came to Brynmawr during the three
months from the end of June to the end of September. Of these,
forty-one -‘were British, coming mostly from the various Universities.

' The remaining nineteen wete volunteers from abroad, recruited
by the Interpational Student Service and The Service Civil Inter-
national. Eleven different nationalities were trepresented. Fourteen
of these volunteers had taken part in the Service at Brynmawr in

, 1931, when members of the International Voluntary Service were

: invited to help the group of local voluntaty workers who were
making a swimming bath, paddling pool and gardens under the
auspices of the Btynmawr Town Development Committee.

The swimming bath was formally opened in July, 1932, but
much additional work remained to be done in transforming the
bacren land all round. The volunteers helped by building a metalled
road, laying turf, and making paths and gardens. A small group
also helped some unemployed men of a neighbouring village with
the digging and building of the foundations for a Boys’ Club.
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RHOSLLANERCHRUGOG.

The scheme at Rhos has been organised entirely by the people
themselves under the leadership of Mr. J. T. Edwards, the Secretary
of the Miners’ Institute. It might never have been undertaken
with voluntary labour but for the example of Brynmawr. The
idea was so new that the suggestion of outside help was welcomed,
especially since it was to be of an international character. The
International Voluntary Service was invited to the town, and eighty-
five volunteers took part in the work for some three months.
Eighteen acres of waste land in a congested district were to be made
into recreation grounds. The volunteers, working alongside the
local people, helped to level terraces and lay out gardens.

The Miners’ Institute put two large rooms at the disposal of
the volunteers; here meals were cooked and eaten, and general
discussions and meetings were held. The catering was extremely
well carried out by some of the local ladies, who were also responsible
for the billeting and other domestic arrangements.  The * Sisters »
and two local voluntary helpers did the cooking. On Sundays,
various friends asked the volunteers to their homes for the day.

One of the chief objects of the International Voluntary Service
in Great Britain is the breaking down of class and international
barriers by the formation of friendships between the members of
the Service and the members of the Community. In 1931 the
volunteers had been billeted all together in large empty rooms,
where they slept on straw palliasses on the floor. It was felt that
the result of this system was that the volunteers came to be regarded
as a self-contained group, and not as separate individuals, each of
whom was doing his or her share of work for the community, and
for the movement as a whole. Last summer, therefore, it was
decided that volunteers should lodge with families in the town in
return for a small weekly payment. This resulted in closer contacts
between the volunteers and the townspeople, and was not a hindrance
to the growth of a real group spirit among the volunteers themselves.
Both at Brynmawst and Rhos the very warmest hospitality was shown
to them, a hospitality far exceeding anything that is normally
understood by the term ““ lodgings ™.

FUTURE OF THE MOVEMENT.

The idea of adding to the amenities of a community by the
voluntary labour of its membetrs has spread from Brynmawr to
Rhos, to take only one instance. The International Voluntary
Service was asked to come to both towns to encourage and impart
a broader outlock and the new ideas of community service to these
undertakings. For the members of the Services the results were
many friendships and a wider understanding between men and
women of different classes and nationalities. . For the communities
themselves, a very noticeable breaking down of strong interclass
and sectional barriers; the emergence of a new conception of the

relation between work and service; the transformation of an ugly
piece of land into a place of beauty; and, perhaps, most important
of all, a realisation of the joy of the creative work of a group.

Since last September, the idea of Voluntary Community
Service has spread all over the country, and the need of a body such
as the International Voluntary Service has become less obvious.
Actually, however, the need is all the greater, for leaders from every
class, and of every shade of interest and opinion, ate more and more
necessary. In the summer of 1933, therefore, the IL.V.S, is proposing
to hold at least two Services. One of these will be at Rhos. The
aumber of volunteers will be small but very carefully selected, and
will include, it is hoped, a certain number of unemployed men, who
will become members of the Service. If possible, self-contained
pieces of work will be undertaken, and work will not be done in
conjunction with other groups of workers. The Services will be
run more on the lines of those held already on the Continent, with'
a strict discipline and an insistence on really efficient work. Main-
tenance as usual, will be free, except for those who are willing and
able to contribute towards the cost. Interpational Voluntary
Service hopes in this way to be able to provide, year by year, an ever
increasing number of members of all classes of the Community who
will be able to join and lead groups prepared for creative service.
Without the growth of such a conception of work and service, no
lasting and vital change in the ordering of the industrial or social
or political life of the community will be possible. _

Finance will determine how much can be achieved this year.
To run three Camps will cost about £6oo. All who are interested
in the development of this movement are invited to support it by
becoming Associate Members (minimum subscription 2/6 per
annum), and also, if possible, by giving a donation, however small,
towards the trunning of this year’s Services and the maintenance
of those volunteers who are unable to contribute anything them-
selves.

Subscriptions and donations should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer,

Miss M. T. CARSLAKE,
Highwood,
The Drive,
Wimbledon, S.W.zo0.

For further information apply to the Hon. Secretary,

JM FORRESTER,
14, South Square,
London, N.W.r11.

who will gladly answer any enquiries.
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VOLUNTARY Document No.2
COMMUNITY SERVICE
IN WALES.

REPEATING BRYNMAWR
EXPERIMENT AT RHOS.

F ek ety v L

IN a few week’s time we arve to witness at Rhos

a novel experiment in community building
very much on the lines followed at Brynmawr in
South Wales.  During the coming summer
University students of many nationalities are to
visit Rhos in relays and to spend their vacation
beginning the task of beautifying the Ponkey
Banks, the freehold of which has been purchased
by the Committee of the Rhos Miners' Institute.
It is hoped to secure the co-operation of numbers
of unemployed men in the scheme—the develop-
ment of which will be watched with great
interest. Further particulars of the project will
be found in another column. We are glad a
start is to be made at Rhos. Possibly the volun-
tary committees which have been interesting
themselves in the unemployed at Brymbo and
Wrexham by organising social gatherings, will
consider during the next month or two whether
a more practical side can be given to their
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labours.  There are features of the Brynmawr
experiment, particularly in the matter of crafts,
which are worthy of imitation and we feel sure
that the co-operation of Mr. George M. LI
Davies, formerly M.P. for the University of
Wales, would be gladly given to those interested
both at Wrexham and Brymbo. We all hope
that trade and employment will improve, but
even the most sanguine folk cannot hope to see
all the unemployed absorbed in the near future
and  every sincere effort to promote their
permaient welfare—Ilike the one begun at Bryu-
mawr—inust receive the support of us all.
—Wrexham Leader, April 20, 1932,

HR.H. Che Prince of Wales.

APPEAL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND
HELP.

SpercH AT NEWCASTLE,

YOUR difficulties have given you an opportunity

of showing the stuff you are made of. You
have been as hardly hit as anyone, and you are
showing that you are undaunted and unbeaten.
Thousands of people in every walk of life have
found and undertaken tasks and thousands of
others are only waiting to see what they should
do. The point is not to wait to be shown some
ambitious enterprise but to look round and see
whether there is not some simple task within
reach which we can undertake at once. Unem-
ployment could be tackled by breaking it up into

2

A 3

- —3

little pieces and not by being paralysed by its
size. 1 have been much impressed to hear from
one place after another of attempts being made
to help many to find occupations which would
keep them fit and make their unhired labour a
service to others. I hope that such schemes will
be started wherever they are needed and that the
communities on the spot will themselves contri-
bute to the solution of this vast problem in their
own neighbourhood. In some places you need
more land for cultivation as allotments and for
development as playing fields. In other places
premises are wanted for use as workshops. There
is often a call too for technical advice and
guidance and for help with materials and equip-
ment.

Where that help is forthcoming—as I trust it
will be everywhere—I am sure that many more
groups of the unemployed who are dead sick of
these days, will find a chance of useful service
until there is again a demand for their labour.

Here I have seen a workshop which unem-
ployed men have built for themselves in a garden
put at their disposal for the purpose. . . 1 have
seen what use is being made of Church and
Chapel Halls. These examples should be
followed throughout the whole country. I have
been greatly impressed by some of the housing
schemes that voluntary effort is undertaking in
this district. 1 have seen something of the con-
ditions that they are designed to remedy, and T
am delighted to know that there are some
families who have been given a real chance to
grow up more healthfully and in a happier atmos-
phere.

Do not let us despise small efforts like this but
rather be determined to multiply them. Remem-

aQ
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ber they mean as much as larger schemes do to
those who benefit by them.

People who are too old or too busy to give the
time will be ready, I am sure, to back such
schemes up to the best of their ability. It is not
money that counts; it is individual method.

It would be a fine thing if all who are
associated together for games were also associated
in some form of service. I wonder too if the staffs
of our great business houses, insurance offices and
banks might not make themselves corporately
responsible for some form of individual service
that would enlarge the opportunities of boys and
girls.

We are not here to consider how industrial or
political action ean help us in our present diffi-
culties. ~ We are here to consider how we can
help each other, and I am sure there is a lot that
can be done.  Within limits we are our own
masters and much that we deplore in present
conditions can be bettered if we have the will to
better it. This is a great opportunity.

NeweasTiE, April 27, 1982.

L

PONKEY BANKS TO BE
TRANSFORMED.

Friends and Continental Students
as Pioneers.

A NOVEL PROJECT.

By “X.Y.Z.”
(Reprinted from the Wrexham Leader.)

THIS summer an attempt is to be made to
beautify a portion of Rhoslanerchrugog with
the aid of the voluntary labour of friends and
university students of several nationalities, all
imbued with the spirit of service which produced
what is known as the Brynmawr experiment in
the South Wales coalfield. Those responsible for
directing the affairs of the Rhos Miners’ Institute
have made a Rhos experiment possible for they
have just purchased from Mr. H. Dyke Dennis,
for £460, sixteen and a half acres of land adjacent
to the institute and known as the Ponkey Banks.
At present the land is uneven and unsightly but
it commands a wonderful view of the Vale of
Mauelor and on into Shropshire and Staffordshire,
with the Wrekin a prominent mark on the sky-
line. Standing on this derelict ground it is
certainly possible to conjure up a vision of
terraced gardens, well kept lawns and greens, and
of open spaces for the children of this popular
industrial area, but to complete such a scheme

5



would seem to involve an expenditure of time and
money beyond the capacity of a struggling
mining community except on new lines. Some
indication of these lines can be gleaned from
Brynmawr. There, British university students,
American, Swiss, German, Norwegians, and
many other nationalities, — men and women —
have shared the joys and the toils of the Bryn-
mawr workmen. What have they done? This
is what one who has seen tlie place says:

‘“ They have turned a coaltip and its environs
into a thing of beauty and usefulness. Out of
the svery ugliness and refuse of their old mode of
living they have fashioned the earnest of the life
they wish to live. The tip was created when
they worked in the dark for someone else; they
have made a garden while working in the light
for one another. One was irresistibly reminded
of the wilderness that should blossom as a rose;
for here, where filth and disorder prevailed, clean
water ran and grass was green and the first adum-
bration appeared of ordered beauty. A picture
shows the paths that have been cut into the
side of the tip. It shows the paddling-pool that
the children are already using and the channel of
sweet water flowing into it, loosed from years of
sluggish bondage in a stagnant and loathsome
morass. The swimming-bath is seen beyond the
paddling-pool.  Grass plots and garden beds are
seen too. The tipside has still to be covered with
grass, and trees have to be grown. The men of
Brynmawr point to the quaint stone bastions and
say, ‘ The Swiss did these,” and to something else
and say, ‘ This was done by the Germans,” or by
these or those. They will remember for a long
time this little League of Nations which met far
from Geneva.””

6
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Well, something on these lines is to be
attempted at Rhos this summer on voluntary
lines. Mr. J. T. Edwards, of the Miners’ Insbi-
tute, tells me that the whole of the ground will
first be levelled and prepared for the gradual pro-
cess of beautifying it. Adequate playing fields
are to be provided for the children. There will
be tennis courts, a bowling green, a cricket pitch,
a football ground, and a bandstand, and it is
intended to construct rock gardens and terraccd
walks.  The Institute Committee are giving a
lead to the people of Rhos by diverting their
profits to a recreation fund in order to get the
scheme moving. To provide funds for tools and
materials, shrubs and trees, it is intended to ask
for the co-operation of all the inhabitants.
Explaining the method by which labour will be
found, without paying wages, Mr. KEdwards said
that this part of the scheme is made possible by
the joint efforts and help of the International
Voluntary Service and the Society of Friends.
Mzr. Peter Scott, of the Society of Friends, and
Mzr. George Davies and Miss Kitty Lewis, of the
Welsh Student Self-Help Council, have paid a
visit of inspection to the Ponkey Banks and have
met the Institute Committee. The result is
that they have circularised the Universities and
colleges of Wales, England, Scotland and
countries on the Continent to solicit the assis-
tance of men and women students. Replies have
come in, and this part of the scheme is now
practically assured. Students of all nationalities
will work in relays of forty for three weeks at a
stretch. ~ There will be a fresh batch of forty
students every three weeks, and their part will
be to work with pick and shovel in accordance
with the lay-out plan for transforming the whole

7



place.  The students will be billeted at Rhos.
Arrangements will be made to provide two free
communal meals a day (excepting Sundays) at
the Assembly Room of the Institute.

The expense of billeting and the cost of the
communal meals, a total of about £500, will be
borne by friends of the movement and by
voluntary gifts of goodwill. It is hoped to secure
expert assistance from the Technical Department
of the Miners’ Welfare Society in regard to the
lay-out of the land.

The students will begin to arrive at Rhos in
June. The people of Rhos are a truly
remarkable community. Will they rise to
the level of this occasion and catch the spirit of
the community builders who will be in their midst
this summer? There is much in the life of Rhos
to-day that suggests a favourable answer to the
question, and if it is, we may live to see beautiful
public gardens on Ponkey Banks in less than u
decade. To achieve so much will require
complete co-operation, within and much help
from without, but one feels confident it will be
fortheoming if the Rhos Miners’ Institute Com-
inittee and its officials are supported now.

Hon Secretary:
Kitty Lewis, Penucha, Caerwys,
Flints.

Hon Treasurer:

Margaret Carslake, 31, Alma St.,
Brynmawr.
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BRITISH COMMITTEE.

President : Vice-President : Hon. Treasurer : Hon. Secretary :
PIERRE CERESOLE, PETER SCOTT, MARGARET CARSLAKE, KITTY LEWIS,
BEAUREGARD, 31, ALMaA SrTREET, HicEwWoOD, PENUCHA,

La Cravx pe Fonps, BRYNMAWR, S. WaLzs, TrHE DRrRIVE, CaERWYs, FLINTSHIRE,
SWITZERLAND, WiMBLEDON, S.W, 20.

Telephone - CAErwys 10,
Decembor 22nd,, 1952,

Dear Volunteuvrs,

: The Sritish Committes of the I,V.b., hoe asked me
to scnd you their groebings and very best th¢nkh for your service
at Brynmawr ind Rhos, Jo should especlally like to think thooo
who hxd been 1 previous 8srvices, and to hope thot thoy will
volunteor apiin next Sunmer, togother with 211 thotc who gave of
their best to the “ork thlid yeor, ‘

The unvmploysd are Working steadlly throught ths
winter, and you would hirdly rccognise the o0ld Ponksy otmks, With
shrubs and plante growing in the gardens and rockerics, and two
fine roads, The oxample of bhhos 18 Beiang followed in other places
in Jdorth Walss, and 211 thoss whe 930 ths message of goodwill
expresscd in practic:l work &h Khos and LTynmANr, or hedr about it,
have been greatly interested and inspired, The dwiss Service &t
Safien-Platz @ppeirs to hove boen the bsst ever held, and we hope to
learn much from 1té Sryimplo,

The ¥ew Yeor that is coming is full of danger,
trouble and fear, but ot the soms time, of wonderful Opourtunity.
fe are scotitured 41l ovir wuropé, but there 1e & link that binds
us together tc work hnurdsr than ever befors for the spirit of
friendShlp, in the prescnce of which the desire for war withsre
and fear of sach other dice,

I 2m 8ending you & 1list of tne members of the two:
Services, #ill you let me know if there #are any mistukes? e
shall dlﬁuyu be delighted to have news of you., #e shall be sending
round & report of thic year's work ond plans for next summer in a
few weeks' time ketnrhile, our very best #ishe2 for Christmas
and the No® YGaI'.

On hehalf of the Committee,

Yourse sincerely,

Dot Aawiso
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RAPPORT sur le SERVICE & RHOS ,du 1.juillet au 24 sept.1932
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LE TRAVAIL. Le service a été dirigé par Mr.Georges Davibs et
Melle Kitty Lewes. Le travail comsistait surtout a niveler un grand
terrain, complétement en creux et en bosses, pour en fabre un Parc ave

place de tennis, Bowlinggreen, Parc de Jjeux pour les enfants,etc.
Nous avions des pelles, des pioches et des brouettes mais les outils
nécessaires a la reparaticn des brouettes endommagées, manquaient 3
il n'y avait de méme pas moyen d'obtenir un niveau d'eau nécessaire
pour l'exécution rationelleg dtun tel travail.

Le nombre de volontaires se montait généralement a
30 enviton et nous étions aidés par des chomeurs du village. Il est
diffieile d'en donner le nombre, du fait qu'ils n'avaient pas d'horai-
re déterminé. A part gqmelques-uns qui se presentaient réguliérement,
les chdmeurs pouvaient se mettre au travail quand, ol et aussi long-
temps que bon leur semblait. Malgré leur bonne volonté, il était
difficile de travailler de cette fagon . P.ex. quand il fallait, pour
un certain travail, 4 volontaires, il arrivait frequemment qu'au bout
d'une heure ou deux, letdir nombre s'était double, ce qul occasionnabt
a la moitié d'entr'eux, des repos prolongés.

Sur la place de travail étaient en outre admis les
enfants des écoles pendant ledrs vacances. C'était trés touchant de
les voir s'intéresser au travail pour la communauté, mais d'un autre

cO0té cela rendait l'organisation du travail plus difficile encore.

LE REGLEMENT . D'apres le reglement, la durée du travail etait
fixée a 7 heures par jour, c. a.d. de 7 a 8 heures, de 9 heures a midi
30 et de 1 heure 30 & 6 heures 30. Le samedi apres—midi était libre.
I1 était prévu une interruption d'un quart dtheure a 11 heures tous

les matins pour un meeting ( réunion ). Le dejeuner était a 8 heures
1/4 , le diner & 12.45 et le souper a 17.30. Aprés le souper les vo-
lontaires pouvaient disposer librement de leur temps et ce, jusqu'a
22 h. 30 ou tout le monde devait &tre couché.

- Pendant la semaine , nous tenions les repas ensem-

ble dans une grande salle du Mipner's- Intit te. Le dimanche il n'y a-
vait pas repas au camp et nous gtions invit chacun de son cdté che
les habitants du village qui , sans exception,s‘intéressaient beaucoup
au Service et quil se donnaient toutes les peines pour nous .

Fait important : Nos quartiers étaient dispersés dans towd le vilk
ge . Il y avait des chanbres pourun ou deux , un peu partout, ce qui
nous mettait en contact avec la pogulation . La nourriture était trés
bonne ; elle aurait facilement pli $etre plus simple et tout aussi sairm
et les chambres étafent louées par le Servicéé ; Cé qul a,sans doute, @

didl rendre ce dernier trés couteux.

Quelques détaigls sur la marche du service .

8 e ——— O . Tl o > el > A T . 0 D T e = e S

Je suis malheureusement forcé de dire que celle-ci a beaucoup

laissé 4 désirerg et ce , dés le début. Il y avait absencetotzle s
AISCIpIineg €t I &sprit de service n'y était pas non plus . Les premié-
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2.
premiéres semaines déja, nous nous trouvions quelques—fois

& ou 4 au travail , a 7 heures du matin; un certain nombre venait a
7 h. 15 , dlautres a 7 h. 30. Certains d'entre eux venaient a 8 h.
moins 10 et trouvaient que cela ne valait plus la peine de commen-
cer a travailler avant le deJeuner . Treés souvent et quelques-fToils
deux - trois fois de suite , les mémes volontaires venaient Juste a
8 heures pour le déjeliner. Ce qui m'a particuliérement frappe,c'est
@ue ces retardataires s'amenaient bien tranqulllement s Je nten ai
jamais vus se dépéchant vraiment. Bendant la journée, certains volo
taires se reposaient trop facilement perdant leur temps a discuter
durant de trop longs moments , avec la galerie ne manguant jamais .

Certains travaillaient , mais d'autres ne gagnaient vraiment
pas leur nourriture.

Voyant , a un certain moment , que les dirigeants ne faisaie:
rien . pour remédier a cet état de chose , j'ai pris la parole un jour
a table pour prier les amis de vouloir bien arriver a 1'heure .

Ne voyant aucune amélioration , nous avons propose de faire
une discussion sur le service 5 une fois au moins par semaine, a un
Jour fixé a l'avance ; cela a été accepté. Jlai été désigné pour
ouvrir }a premiére discussion. Je profltai alors d'expliquer aux a-
mis quel est le véritable but du service civil : ce qu'il est effec-
tivement et quel est son but. Je leur ai parlé des réfractaires
dans notre pays et des grandes difficultés que nous rencontrons de
faire élaborer une loi leur permettant de faire un service civil
en lieu et place du service militaire ,- et combien , pour cela, nous
sommes forcés de presenter un service civil sérieux . J€ I1§5 ensuite

appel & la bonne volLonté des volontaires en leur demandant de nous
soutenir dans notre effort . Dans la discussion qui suivit, une soeur
norwégienne m'a bien soutenue, et , en effet, le leddemain matin a

7 heures , nous flimes au complet. Mais le surlendemaln déja ,cer-
taigns d'entr-eux reprirent leur nonchalfance et peu a peu la vieille
histoire recommenga. I1 fut ensuite établi un cahier dans lequel
chague volontaire devait inscrire 1l'heure de son arrivée; cela fit de
1'effet pour peu de temps, car il y avait des volontaires qui ne se
sou01aient pas de la portée de leur inscription; certalns prirent
méme la chose au ridicule pour inscrire leur arrivée & des heures im-
possibles comme p. ex 6 h. 78 !

Les meetings d'!' 11 heures.

La dirée de ces meetings était fixde a un quart d'heure;
généralement un volontaire nous entretenait de son pays ou une autre
personne nous faisait un récit sur un sujet quelcongue ,- puis des
chants suivirent . Ces meetlngs sauxquels la populatlon assistait en
assez grand nombre , durérent finalemen sgu'a 1/2 h, - 3/4 d'h.
méme . Tous les jours plusieurs _personnes yxxnxxxntprlrent 1a parole.

Nous nous smmes opposés a cela également . I1 fiit décidé
que la causerie ne durerait que 15 minutes. Lorsque nous nous apergun
mes que cela en restait a la décision seulement ®k quelques uns par-
mi nous quittérent simplement les rangs & 11 hl5 pour reprendre le
travail,

Pendant trois semaines, j'étais occupé, avec gquelques amis,
4 démolir un mur d'env. 150 m- de long , de & m. de haut , ( au Ci-
metiére ) . Nous devions aprés cela charger les grandes pierres sur
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un camion pour les transporter sur la place de travsil. Un jour, aux
environs de 10 h. 30 , le camion partait alors que nous devions prépa-
rer une nouvelle charge au cimetiére . Cette derniere , une fois
prte , force nous fiit d'attendre le camion. Mais ne le voyant pas de
retour & 11 h. 15, nous nous rendimes sur 1 a grande place de travail
pour connailtre le motif du retard . Que vimes-nous : le camion était
utilisé comme podium par un volontaire faisant un discours et cela pen-~
dant 3/4 d'heure . ©Si les dirigeants d'un soi-disant service civil
tolérent des choses semblables, il =% ne faut pas s'étonner de la mau-
vaise marche du travail.

Raisons d'une mamvalse marche du travail .

J'ai 1l'impression que le tort essentiel était celui 4!
avoir nos chambres chez les gens du village ; aucun contrdle n'était de
ce fait possible. Certains amis se couchaient par habitude a minuit

ou 1 h. du matin seulmment . Conséquences : ils arrivaient en retard
le lendemain , et ne se sentaient pas assez reposé.s pour exXcuter un
travail auquel ils n'étaient , au surplus , pas habitués. Une autre
raison était le mauvais exemple . Au début, nous avions un jeune espag
nol parmi nous, bien b&ti, mais qui ne travaillait que rarement ; trop
souvent , on pouvait le voir coucher dans une brouette pendant les heu-
res de travail et il ne fit hélas pas le weul .

Lorsque de nouveaux volontaires arriffent et voient que
de pareilles choses sont toldrées par les dirigeants d'un service et
en rient, cela n'est pas étonnant qu'ils ne prennent pas la chose au
sérieux , Dlautre part, la fagon de faire la propagende en Angle-
terre est , a mon avis , critiquable . J'ai vu , en effet , des photos
du service , dans des Jjournaux anglais , au dessous desquelles on
pouvait lire cequi suit : Holidayg - camp for students Camp de va-
cances pour étudiants ). Ceci éut pour conséquence que certains vo-
lontaires déclarerent ouvertement qu'ils n'étaient pas venus pour tra-
vailler durement, mais plutdt pouravoir un séjour agréable et bon mar-!
ché. Je serais a méme de citer encore de nombreux cas mais cela me
porterait trop loin.

Une chose est certaine : si nous avions en Suisse un ser-!
vice pareil, la Presse s'en occuperait , mais certainement pas a notre
avantage . ‘

Geneve , le 12 septembre 1932 .

International Archives
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HEADWAY

August, 1932

war turn into discussions on alternatives to war.

Dr. Stresemann, in the last speech he made at
Geneva (or anywhere), touched on the opportunities the
conquest of Nature provides for the development of
those qualities—courage, enterprise, self-sacrifice—to
which war so often gives dramatic expression as the
easy ways of peace rarely do. In an Assembly which
still numbered Fridtjof Nansen among its members the
suggestion had a singular fitness.

- But not everyone can: explore the Arctic or Central
Africa, and many in every country for whom these
adventures are excluded are anxious still to find some
avenue of service enabling.them to demonstrate-that
they fight for the abolition of war and the military
service which in most countries forms part of the
regular preparation against war. That explains the
existence, and the very interesting though as yet very
limited, activities of bodies like the. Voluntary Inter-
national Civil Service and International Voluntary
Service (British Committee). Now and then paragraphs
about the S.C.IV. (Service Civil International Volun-
taire), formed originally by Swiss objectors to military
service, creep into the Press ; and the part played by the
LV.S., with which the 8.C.I.V. works in this country, in
the reconstruction work in the South Wales mining
township of Brynmawr last year obtained some

- recognition at the-time. ' But something more may
ibe said “with advantage of a movement calculated
tipretty certainly to appeal to a good many who have
igso far never heard of it. . ,

l \ROM time to time discussions on the abolition of

Repairing Flood Damage

. Civil service first became generally known in connec-
tion with a flood disaster in the miniature Principality
of Liechtenstein in 1928, and it was also to repair
damage due to flood disaster that a volunteer S.C.I.V,
‘brigade betook itself to the French village of Lagarde
- in the Department of Tarn-et-Garonne (in the south:
‘west, near the Spanish border) in 1930. There for five
months, over 250 volunteers of different countries, 30 of
them women, worked through the summer heat clearing
roads and. demolishing houses, taking over completely
a task with which the official Roads and Bridges Service
was primarily charged: FEach individual remained
on. an average for about a month, though one
or two remained the whole five months. They were
-of 16 nationalities, 122 being Swiss (since the movement
originated in Switzerland), 48 German, 38 British, 15
French, while the remainder. hailed from Austria,
Holland, the United States, Italy, Belgium, Bulgaria,
- Hungary, India, Norway, Roumania, - Russia, and
Czechoslovakia. M. Pierre Cérésole, of Chaux-les-Fonds,
Switzerland, - the founder of the movement, was in
command. - The women were mainly. engaged (in
relays) in catering for the men, No one took any pay,
but bodrd and lodging was provided by the.commune,
There seems to.have been no doubt as to the soundness
of the work carried out. Houses had to be demolished
and as much as possible of the material sorted out for
future use, a business over which the volunteers showed
themselves particularly conscientious. The engineer in
local charge of the Roads and Bridges Service-gave them
experimentally a batch of houses in the middle of the
village to demolish, assessing the time required for the
staff available as a month, Actually, the job was done
satisfactorily in a fortnight, as a result of which the

Public Service

What International Volunteers Are Doing

whole village was turned over to the volunteers. Apart
from the practical work done, opportunity was taken of -
impressing the inhabitants of the village with the
motives inspiring the volunteers, namely, the desire to
effect some constructive work for peace, and the
gratitude evinced by the inhabitants was sufficient proof
of the understanding created. A passage. may be
quoted from an address given by the Mayor of Lagarde,
M. Carla, at a social evening at which the volunteers .
and the inhabitants of the commune gathered. * After
the volunteers have left us,” he said,  we shall continue
to maintain in our little commune the bonds of solidarity
and co-operation.. Their Jiving example of international
solidarity will inspire us to give what help we can our-
selves to others. The volunteers have madé a sub-
stantial contribution to our moral welfare.”

From France to South Wales

M. Carla’s reference to seeking opportunities of giving
help to others had a striking sequel.  Under the financial
arrangements made with the village the volunteers
received from the commune a modest daily allowance

~out of which they provided for their board and lodging. -

At the end of the time there remained a balance in hand .
of some 16,500 French francs. That, in the ordinary
way, would: have reverted to the village, but by happy
linking of need with need and country with country it
was, in fact, presented by Lagarde to the volifiteers to
use as they thought best and formed, in fact, the basis
of the next piece of work carried out a year later in
Brynmawr, South Wales.

A good deal has been heard of the work outside
volunteers have done to reconstitute the life of a village
which the misfortunes of the coal industry had left
almost -derelict. Among them figured in 1931 and
is again this summer an international contingent from
M. Cérésele’s’ Service Civil - International Voluntaire,
‘What they. did at Brynmawr last year is part of what
the Friends as principal organisers .of the work had
planned, primarily the construction of a public garden,
a swimming bath and a youth hostel. The S.C.V.IL
complement numbered 37.. The countries represented
were Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, .France,
Germany, Georgia, Switzerland, and the United States,
the average stay of each individual being six weeks.

This Year’s Work

Enough has appeared in the public press
about: the work at Brynmawr to make it unnecessary
to describe it in detail here.. That, moreover, was a
last year’s story.. This year there is another story to be
told, for the work at Brynmawr is continuing and
another camp under the auspices of the British Com-
mittee for International Voluntary Service is being held

at Rhos, near Wrexham. The international element
will again be represented, for volunteers are expected

from France, Germany, Switzerland, Latvia, Lithuania,
Hungary, Norway, Denmark, Austria and the United
States. At Brynmawr further improvements are to
be carried out by the volunteers. - At Rhos a recreation
ground is to be created on a piece of waste land in the
midtle of a congested district.

It is due to the volunteers in Wales to mention that
since it is part of their aim to lay, if possible, no charge
on the locality they are benefiting, subscriptions to
make that possible are welcomed. Donations sent care
of HEapwAY will be duly forwarded.
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five years hence.. He will pay his £100 for each bond
(though the Bank is entitled to issue them at as.low as
£90 if it thinks fit) and receive in exchange a certificate
which entitles him to 5 per cent. interest every year.
The German Government can, if it chooses, redeem the
bonds at any time by repaying the full £100, and sooner
or later all the bonds will be so redeemed. Meanwhile,

-the man who buys them can sell them again, just as

ordinary British Government stock passes from hand

to hand. They will become ordinary counters in

international finance, including the very minor finance
For Germany, there-
fore, it will mean paying 6 per cent. a year on the
whole sum, 5 per cent. as interest to the holder of each
bond, and 1 per cent. as nucleus of a fund whereby

" all bonds will eventually be bought back and thus
_ cancelled. ' The arrangement is a comparatively easy

one for Germany, and there is no question that the
rest of the world will gain enormously by having the
reparations controversy wiped off the slate. .

. But wpuld it not have been better to have wiped the
slate "completely clean -and not - exacted even this
£150,000,000 ? In some ways it would. -On the other
hand, a small payment by agreement, which - disposes
of any idea of the repudiation of treaty obligations,
makes the whole arrangement far easier for France and

. i3, on the whole, a good' thing in itself. There were
‘discussions ‘at Lausanne as to whether -the so-called

war-guilt-articlé'of the Treaty which appears to attribute

sole responsibility for the war to Germany and her

Allies should in some way be cancelled. No way could
be found of doing that formally, but sinee the only
purpose of the clause was to give a reason for the
exaction of reparations, and reparations are nrow no

. lorger to be exacted, the clause itself has very con-

siderably lost its edge.

One word must be added on an aspect of Lansanne
which has caused a good deal of perturbation. -France
and Ttaly took the line from the first that they could
not simply wipe out reparations while they were still
technically under obligation to make heavy debt
repayments to Great Britain and the United States.
They, therefore, came to a rather informal agreement
among themselves that the main Lausanne Treaty on
reparations should not be finally ratified till it was
known what attitude America would- take regarding
debts. S o

In a sense there was not much point - in - this
compact, since there can. be no- question of getting
anything more out of Germany, no mattér what line
the United States may take, and it will have the rather
unfortunate effect of delaying ratification of the main
Lausanne agreement. That is a pity, but it is less
important than it seems,-for the reason stated. - Great
Britain, meanwhile, has undertaken to demand no debt
repayments from France and Italy until the “final
ratification of the Lausanne convention, takes place, and
it is extremely unlikely that she will demand-any then.
That, too, will depend in a certain degree-on-the attitude
of America. Lo e e

~An Impending Crisis

than any that has ever yet arisen will face the
" League of Nations when the Lytton Report on rela-
tions between Japan and China, with special reference
to Manchuria, is presented. The work of the Lytton
Commission ended last month, when its members worked
back from Tokyo to Peiping (as Peking is now called)
to gather some final information necessary for the actual
preparation of the report to the coming Assembly.

The gravity of the situation, lies not in what the
report is likely to contain, but in the avowed attitude
of Japan. Count Uchida;, the new TForeign Minister,
appears to have made it clear that Japan insists that
the -province shall remain-independent of China. It is
independent at present because what iz by common
consent an unreal puppet government has been set up
under the protection of the Japanese, with all the real
administrative work carried out wunder Japanese
guidance. - This - Manchukuo Government would not
stand a day if Japanese protection were withdrawn,
and its continued existence is merely an excuse for
virtual Japanese control of territory as large as France
and ‘Germany.

What the League Refuses :
What the " Lytton Commission' will recommend

r I'\ HERE is every indication that a crisis more serious

regarding Manchuria no one knows, but one thing

they cannot conceivably recommend, the continu-

--ance—of —existing conditions, for--both--the—League—

of Nations' itself in its resolution of March 11 and the
Government of the United States in a declaration made

. on February 25 have laid it down irrevocably that no
- recoghition can be given to a situation created in

violation of treaties like the Kellogg Pact or ‘the Nine
Power Treaty !
Washington in 1922, : Peeo
- What then is to happen in September 2 -Japan,

- through her newspapers and various unofficial spokes-

men, has made it absolutely clear that League or no

signed for the protection of China at

League she will not tolerate any régime in Manchuria
short of the independence of the Manchukuo Govern-
ment. . : - : -
She threatens, in other words, to. defy the League
it the League, as it must, declines to accept that solution.
‘That will create, inevitably, a most grave situation.
Japan may carry out her threat.to leave the League,
or the League might conceivably. féel .it necessary
(though that is unlikely) to use the power given to the
Assembly by the Covenant to declare Japan no longer
a member.” But merely to do that and disregard -
China’s reasonable demand that the pledges of her
territorial integrity embodied in the Covenant shall be
carried out would be completely unsatisfactory. ..

How to Treat Japan.

The result of defiance of the League-by a member
would seem to be, if the intentions of the Covenant
were to be carried out, resort to some form of pressure
on that Power. League members have been very
reluctant to move in that direction hitherto and they
will probably be reluctant still. But in any case Japan
will suffer, Whether China officially lifts. the boycott
on Japanese goods or not Chinese subjects will certainly
not buy anything Japanese if they can get what they
want from any other source. -The cost. of keeping
troops in Manchuria tofight the bandits and.irregular
armies which are ranging that country will still further
_accentuate-Japan’s budget difficulties, . and there is
always the possibility of getting seriously embroiled -
with - Soviet Russia. For these -reasons it" may
‘well be that the sound policy in the long run would be
to pursue delaying tactics and wait for Japan to discover
for herzelf Zow gravely she is injuring her own interests.
The ' difficulty about that is that it would be an
inglorious attitude for the League to "adopt. = It can
do Geneva no good to acquire a reputation for weak-
ness. The coming Assembly may have to face
heavier responsibilities than any before it.
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REOSLLANERCHRUGOG, FRIDAY.
Rhosllanerchrugog, ‘as purely Welsh-|
speaking - a - imining township as
one could hope to find within & dozen
'miles of the English border, has become.
a cosmopolitan centre for the threoc]
months of summer. . Not .only English-
men, Welshmen, Scots,, New Zea-
landers are there,- but Poles, Lithu-
anians, Germans, Swiss, Norwegians,
Latvians, Danes, Sinhalese, and
West Indian negroes are also busily
jemployed in turning derelict, dis<
figuring slack-heaps - into a public
'park and playing fields. And all this
is & labour of love. It is true the'
unemployed or half-employed minérs
of Rhos, 'who provide about half the
labour, will some .day be able to play’
|bowls on good Lancaghire crown greeng:
lon the -spet where their great-grandi
fathers hewed -eoal some: ninsty yesfs:
'ago; but all the foreigners—English in-
ccluded—have nothing to- gain - from
their hard ' work except a - precious
knowledge of how other nations ‘and.
‘other classes live ‘and work, and an]
(assurance that' by . their labour the
cause of international understanding
has been ' advanced. - -

New - Use -for- Slack-Heap - -
These foreign workmen are student
| volunteers, members for the most part-of
a-body called the * Service Civil Inter-
national Volontaire,” " which- was. Bwiss
in . inception. and is an organisation
‘designed . to show by hard work for.
socially - constructive - purposes - that,
though " conscientious objectors” refuse
military . service, they do -net d¢ .so
because they are slagkers or ‘parasites
on . saciety. Here they ,are wdtking
along with Welsh miners and other less)
politically advanced . students ;under. a'
| British society, the International Volun-
tary Serviee. They give seven hours’
hard navvying a day and teceivein return

tions from all over the country. Even this
allowance is.not a universal rule. If they
léan afford to pay for theirkeep they doso. |
But “even with all this veluntary help
meney is still heeded if the schéme 'is to
be ‘& success. ’ :

TRANSFORMING ' A" WELSH VILLAGE

A Social Service Scheme

INTERNATIONAL AND VOLUNTARY
EFFORT |

(From our -Special ~Corres}iondent.)_

wonderfully well - with ‘ the:  Welsh

families with whom they lodge: Miss

Kitty Lewis, the secretary of the move-

| mrent, told me’ to-day -of one Lithuanian
student who was taken to 'a W’eish‘j
Sunday . school .on his first Sunday &tjt

{Rhos. - Next week he was invited 1o
preside ‘over a religious meeting in:the}
chapel, and, did so, giving eut the notices.|
Ain Welsh. ‘Others hawe beensless: sﬂpesr-j
human in their ‘effosts. ab _adaptation.
There is one Norwegian girl, for instance,
in the choir during s |

who - fell asleep
Weleh: sermon;

8dt, Jor she works hard every-day paints
ing ‘the -collieis’ ‘drab houses . orange,
yellow, green, lilac, and all the other
colours which. lighten . a Norwegian:
village and are now lending a new gaisty
to somibre Rhos. ’ S

A statt' wag made - with one. 6r two

| houses in a prominent position overlook-

ing the futuré park. These were ‘done
free as an advertisement. .Now they are
done at the’cost price of the materials,
though ‘for the most part the students
confine themselves at presént to6 mixing
the colours and giving advice. The idea
‘is catching on. - Oné night &t ten: o’clock
a haragsed man came. round to the
students’ quarters saying- that his wife
'would give himr no ‘peace until their
house was painted, though for his part
he didd’t like the idea at-all. Still, she
made him de the work;. and now he,
too, is proud oI the result. ‘The cost
is well within almost. everybody’s purse,
fav-6 -small- twe-roomred -cottage can-be
colour-washed for lesg than five shillings.

But- after all thé ‘gtudents are only
helping - the minesrs igth what from
beginning to ‘end . is. the miners’ own
scheme, The 18 acres ofSthe futtre park
bave - béen bought by the iners>
| Ingtitute, which. has plidg‘ed. '

six months’, profits of tha Inatituie cinema
to- pay the purchage price of £505. Quite
half the work is being done Ry miners,
and even the children of the -ih;laceAaré
busily ‘engaged in preparing their own

particular ' plagground, Two hoys of
eight and nine work regularly there each

only their board, paid-for by subscriP-  |day, and this. afternoon there was one

{small infant who could barely have been

' 5ix years old. industriously. -pulling’ a

+barrow_

She Was probably -tired,

" The strangers . have seitled down|
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{and sport. Originally it was intended fo

~Self-Help

lation of 12,000, although it has not got
an Wyiban district council—seems: united
in favour of the scheme. Thers is no
[divigioh of dpinion.in Rhos as thete has
been. at Bryn Mawsr, where a similar

is obvious to all sections (af opinion that
this is the only way ing@hich a park
can be obtained. :Attedpts had pres
vv1.ously been made to persiade the Rural
Distriet . Couneil, . the . Unemployment
Grants Committee, the National Playing
Fleldks Association, and so on to finance
the scheme:. ‘They all failed, and it
beeamie obvious that the only way to get
a park and playing fields was to use
voluntary labour. And so this' site, the
scenie of the Battle ‘of Cinder Hill—g, sort
'of North Wales -Peterloo,—has become a
‘gubl_lc' park,. belonging to the Miners®
Institute, under the - patronage, among
others, of Sir Watkin Williams:Wynn,
whose ancestor was in command of -the
militia a hundred’ years ago when they
came up against ‘the trade unionists of
those days.in this forgotten struggle:

MODEL GARDEN

~ Township Joins In-

Two .hundred miners in the mining
g’entre' of ,Rhoslzanﬁth}%‘gog, near
Vgiﬁﬁhaml made . a. start yesterday
on e tasg of converting fifteen

acres of derelict land 'into model
gardens, which will bé the home of music

begin work -on June 20, when the local;

| miners would be joined by students from.

universities in ‘Germany, France, Bel-

{gium, England, and Wales, who would
work ~side by side with miners, but.

shortly after dawn yesterday, with pros-

' peets of a-sunny day, the miners ga hered !

their tools and set about their task.
Later in the day they were jdined by
clerks, teachers, musicians, and mem-
bers of various other -trades . and:profes-}
sions. The whole of the work s being|

done by voluntary labour;

The whole t__e?mship;Rhos has a popus

schieme 35 in progeeps; largely because it -
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. WORLD”
| 'Eumheaﬁ} Stﬁdénfs ‘Help in
,No;rth Wales Effort

Rhos Llanerchrugog, on. the outskirts

of  Wrexham, during the week-end
welcomed . a contingent of  European
students, who, under the auspices of the
International Students’ Association, have
-joined the local inhabitants in working
yoluntgrily in converting 18 acres of waste
land into landscape gardens, recreation
grounds, and -a home for music. .The
' effort was described by Mr. G. T. Davies,
“Cardiff, at a civic reception in the Miners®
Institute, as-*‘ a practical contribution to
the building of a new world, which, as
yet, is still & poet’s dream.” )
. The local men work alongside the
\students with pick and gpade. There is
Ino - pay-day, ‘and contractors provide
ihorseg, carts, and motor-lorries withouy
‘payment. : o

It was announced at the reception thag
students were -coming - from . Norway,
Germany. Spain, Hungary, and Lithuania,
iSome-- 3. cyeling across Europe, and
jothers™. ..aing in tramp steamers. One
of the first students to arrive came from
%paix(li.‘ After reaching Paris he flew to
Beg 4 g ] -7 o e

“YRUILDING A NEW . (@

%
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PONKEY' ‘BANKS DAY BY
CDAY..

147 AT WORK. _

On* Monday, Hafod not working, there
were 147 men working on the Ponkey
Banks. The porticn of the ground tack-
led was the rough surface below the ten-
nig courts site. Here, it is the intention
to form a kind of open-air amphi theatre
where a large number of people can be
“accommodated. Immediately below will
de the bandstand- :

SNAPPING TIME.

. It was only the scarsity of tools that
prevented many more men joining in the
work - There were crowds around only too
eager to jump into the breach when any-
one dropped his pick and shovel for a mo-
ment. The men worked hard all day in-
the héat of the sun, their only “ snapping”
being a drink of herb beer and a cigar-
ette. ‘
BLISTERS AND BLISS. .

The students, most of whom ave fitting-
Iy dressed in shorts, work alongside the
expert wielder of the pick. The going

“was hard, but the students kept doggedly
at it. - We_noticed at the close of the day
that the blisters were Trising on many
hands. Our Swiss friend's hands were
particularly bad: When urged to take a

- lighter tool he replied: ** What matter

about the blisters. Think of the bliss!”

A LADY VISITOR.

There were several visitors on Monday.
One .was Miss Rathbone, amember of the
distinguished Liverpool family. She.was
delighted at the sight of this communal
effort, which, she confessed, made her re-
joice ome moment at the utter splendour
of the thing, and want to shed tears the
next moment at the motive underlying it.
Before she left, Miss Rathhone had given
a handsome donation to the funds.

STAYED THE NIGHT.

Another visitor was a gentleman and his
son who were on their way to Brynmawz
in their car, and who broke their journey
to see the Ponkey banks. S0 impressec
were they at the sight thatthey decided
to stay the night in Rhos. The son flung
oftizhis coat and joined the workers. 1
was with the greatest difficulty that the
father could persuade hisson to resume
the journey next day. .

FENCING THE GROUND.

There was a meeting of the manage-
_ment committee on Monday evening. It
was explained that it was very desirous to
fence the ground properly, and for this
purpose ‘the secretary.asked the meeting
to pass a resolution empowering the spend.
ing -bf a sum of money for this purpose
The necessary resoluticn was passed.

| 'FUNDS REQUIRED.

In order to proceed with the work ¢
fencing and other necessary things, fund
are immediately needed. There are man
people in Rhos who intend to subscribs
and it would pea great help to the con
mittee if intending subscribers would sen
their donations as early as possible so th:
the work' will not be unduly delayed. D
money is being spent on:labonr but n
cessary materials must be pu;%hased, a1
it is for these the money is.required.

FENEROUS DONATION.

We hear of one donor, who wishes
remain anonymous, who has promised
givé the handsome sum of £50 towar
the scheme.

THE OLD BRIGADE.

The work on the Banks continued «
Tuesday, when a mumber of unemploy
carried on. Mr George Davies was ear
on the scene with his band of student
Three local men, all over 80, also did the
bit. They were Mr J. Tysilio Jones,
Johnstown, Mr Wm O. Hughes, Johnsc
Street, and MrRobt Wm Jones, Pentr
dwr. A cameraman, struck with the w
iqueness of the occagion obtained a goc
picture of them, and the next day it w:
reproduced in a Liverpool newspaper.

PASTOR AND DEACONS DIG.

An interesting scene was witnessed ¢
Tuesday morning, when the pastor of al.
cal chapel was scen with pick and show
working alongside officers  of his churcl
They were the.Rev Powell Griffiths, pa:
tor of Mount Pleasant Baptigt Chapel, an

. Messts John Evans, (treasurer) E. T. Ey

native,
current
workers. :

|

!
i

ans, Jobn Williams, and John Thomas
officers of the church. Their workin
gtall was in close proximity to Baptist S:
and much amusement was caused by th
remark of an onlooker, who suggested tha
that particular area should be dedieated
St John the Baptist.

OUR LINK WITH SPAIN.

If the Spanish armada failed to congue
Britain, one  young gay and laughin
Bpaniard has conquered the heart of Rho
The student from Madrid is fast piekin,
up the English and Welsh languages. A
ready he can call for a drink of “dic
dail” and ask for the “¢ffyla drol’ like

A few spanish phrases are also |
on the Banks among the local |

A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE.

s oProf  Inebnit, of Leeds University, who
is a native of Lausanne, has'had a most
interesting career. He came to this coun-
try from Switzerland some years after the
war intending to stay for a couple of years
at the most.- He toog up a scholastic post
‘at Leeds Grammar School, and in a few
veatrs became a professor at Leeds Unnjer-
sity. The professor isa most interesting




Leonversationalist, and even in the few oc-

‘close a cheque for £5 with the greatest

casional moments chat we have had with
him, it was easy.to see that. his life is dom-
inated by the great-ideal of service. Like
Mr George Dayies, he is a visionary with-
his eyes fon the New World. With all |
his attainments, theProfessor is the most
approachable-and mast simple of men. In
his leasure “higurs-#1 Rhos, he is studying
the Welgh lawgmage. Hehads already mas-
teréd the alphabet, afew phrases, and can
count up to 20!

A DONATION FROM DEVONSHIRE.

Accompanying Miss Rathbone on Tues-
d:y was a'lady {rom Devonshire, whosaid
very little, but whose keen eyes observed
everything that was going on. Two days
later she sent the following note : ““T en-

pleasure and warmest wishes for the en-
tire success of your most valuable work.
I am only oo glad to be assoriated with
it and greafly regret the smallness of my
cheque.” : o L

LITHUANIA JOINS IN.

On Thursday morning, two students
from Lithuania joined the workers. One
was named Pulgis Andrusevlcus, from
Kovno University, Heisa young man of
24, and speaks eight languages. He cross-
ed the Baltic in a tramp steamer, and af
ter many days travelling found himself on
the Ponkey Banks. The other student’s
name is Juozas Raustis, also of Kovno Un-
iversity. He accompanied his friend Pyl-
gis and also speaks several Janguages.

THE RADIO VAN,

A divérsion was caused by the “'Daily
Herald ” radio van, which, for a timg en-
tertained with a musical programme. e

BASKETS OF BUXNS.

About noon on‘% Thursday, a halt was
called {for a few minutes to enjoy the buns
kindly given by Mr J. Morris, baker. The
buns arrived ina large basket and were
distributed among the workers by a girl
.student. Over a hundred buns were given

out, and disappeared like magic. :

“Da iawn ” said the Lithuanian, as he
finished his bun. “ What you call them ?”
he asked bis Rhos working mate ; -

“We call them “wicksen’ in Welsh re-
plied the Rhosite. Lo

*“ Da, wicksen is good for me,” was the
comment 0f Puolgie, as he resumed his
work with the pick, with pleasant thoughts

———

of the Welsh wicksen. : . :
Service Civil International@
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‘over a gatheritit which perhaps ¥as, one
| of the most -unique ever held in Rhos
“England, Wales, Switzéland 2net Spain

| always potential foes, but by tod~y things

|

I'sight of people. falling over each other to

WELCOMING THE STU.
DENTS TO RHOS.

. 'SUPPER AND SPEECHES.

A number of students frgm this country
and abroad were officially welcomed at the
Institete, Rhos, om Fritlay evening. Dr
J. C. Davies, on hehalf.os the comnnnity,
exfended to them a Hearty wel -onve. Lo

Mr* Ernest Jages, Johnstown, presided

were represented, so that there was guite
an internationsl tang about the affair.

Bupper over, the chairfian ealled unon
Dr Davies. The doctor, said Mr Brnest
Jones, had been in practice for 51 vears
in Rhos, and during that time had helped .
to bring 6,000 people into the world:

. DR J. C. DAVIES.

Dr Dayies said he was proud to welcome.
the _students to~ Rhos, Years ago, they
did not care a button about other natio 1s:
France, Belgium, Germany and ltaly were

were very different. It was a gcod sign
to rsee young people of all naticns co-op-"
erating, and the ¢oming of the students 1o
Rhos ‘augured well for.the future. Re-
ferring to the greas task before them Dr
Davies eouncilled them not to be dismav-
ed at the stubborness of the good earth.
It was part of the Divine Plan that the
earth should be siubborf in order that
mankind learnt the great lesson of effort
and endeavour. o o
MAYOR OF WREXHAM. .

"The Mayor of Wrexham (Mr W. Dod-
man) said the people of Rhos had the hap-
knack of doing things much hétter than
they in Wrexham. Hecould see by what
had already been done. that the new Park
was going to be a wonderful spot. He
wished them every luck in their great pro-

ject. . g ,
MR EMYR WILLJAMS. )
The Mayor was followed by My Emyr
Williams. Wrexham. He said he did not
think there was a community in Wales to
equal Rhos in getting things done. -~ He
admired their courage in’ tackling the Pon-
key Banks. He was amazed dt what had
already been done there in a few days. The
stidents were to work alongside men who
were going to set the pace andd they
would be tested to the full. The students
Lowever, he felt, would be very happy in
Rhos. A , 3 ‘

.. MR. GEORGE. DAVIES
Mr George Davies said that during the’
last -few days he had seen the wonderful

bring beanty out of ashes: with ng other
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