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Safien

Village in Safien Valley

District Surselva, Grison

1350 m altitude

Around 450 inhabitants
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Tuesday, July 12th 1932

Heavy rain during the night

From Piz Radun rock, gravel and 
sand brought down the torrent 

Avalanche entered lower parts of 
the village

One house destroyed, no people 
hurt

Lot of agricultural land is covered 
by stones, gravels and sand
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Thursday July 14th 1932

The village Safien calls SCI for urgent help
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Saturday, July 16th 1932

Call for volunteers

Begin of service July 18th 

Minimum 2 week work

Reclaiming devastated 
agricultural land

Working material 
provided by government

Donation for Food and 
money requested
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 Monday, July 18th 1932

Start of work

Usually 9 hours work per day
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 Removing stones & gravel
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Tuesday, July 19th 1932

Problems came up with provided working material

Swiss minister of Defence asks for a guarantees, that any 
kind of anti militaristic propaganda should be avoided.

Bern, den 19.Juli 1932
Herrn Pierre Ceresole

... Sobald diese Bedingung erfüllt ist, sind wir 
vollständig geneigt, Ihr Untnernehmen in Safien zu 
unterstützen ...

Eidg.Militärdepartement
gez. R.Minger
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 Pierre Ceresole at work
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 Pierre Ceresole
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Biography Pierre Ceresole

1879 born in Lausanne

son of a federal minister

engineer and mathematician 

1909-1914 world travel

become conscientious objector 
& radical pacifist

1917 quit professional career

1920 organised 1st SCI 
workcamp

1945 died near Lausanne
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SCI Services till 1932

1920 Esnes (France)

1924 Ormonts (Switzerland)

1924 Someo (Switzerland)

1926 Almens (Switzerland)

1927 Feldis (Switzerland

1928 Liechtenstein

1930 Lagarde (France)

1931 Brynmawr (Great Britain)
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Service Civil International
A committee organised workcamps from year to year

Most SCI services dealt with relief help in regions affected by 
floods or avalanches.

Some workcamps were supported with material by the 
government supplied by the Swiss Army.

The SCI help was appreciated by locals and press
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Service Civil International
SCI is a peace organisation
aiming:

Reconciliation after 
World War I 

Alternative Service for 
conscientious objectors

The founder of SCI, Pierre Ceresole 
defended in 1931 a conscientiou objector
at military court

There was polemic in the newspaper in  
1931/32 on SCI because of governmental support
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Aims of SCI

Ziffer 2, Abs.b
Ziel des Internationalen Zivildienstes
... Über die von Menschenhand geschaffene Grenzen 
und Schranken hinweg durch gegenseitige und 
gemeinsame Hilfe den neuen Geist unter den Völkern 
zu fördern, der schon den blossen Gedanken, mit 
bewaffneter Hand in ein anderes Land einzufallen 
zur moralischen Unmöglichkeit macht.
Endziel ist der Ersatz des Militärdienstes durch 
den Zivildienst. ... (1931)
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Wednesday, July 20th 1932

Ceresole answers the minister referring the SCI constitution.

He invites to visit the service in Safien

La Chaux­de­Fonds, 20.Juli 1932
An den Chef 
des Eidg.Militärdepartement,  EXPRESS

... Unser Dienst bleibt daher offiziell und 
praktisch allen Armeen feindlich und daher 
antimilitaristisch. ...
... stehe ich nicht an, den Freiwilligen die volle 
Freiheit der Meinungsäusserung vorzubehalten ...
...Dagegen versichern wir Ihnen, dass der 
überzeugteste des Militärs sich in unserem Dienst 
ebenso zu Hause fühlt, wie die Gegner...

gez. Pierre Ceresole
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Thursday, July 21 1932

The minister agrees to send material

Sends delegate to Safien

Correspondence was hanged out in the workcamp
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Saturday August, 15th 1932

Oberstleutnant Trüb came to Safien not in uniform, as “friend” 

He hold a speech about the army, Ceresole did as well

Discussion between volunteers, locals and ObstLt Trüb
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Gathering volunteers & locals
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 Mountain Excursion
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 Accommodation
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The role of women

Cooking service

Do laundry of volunteer

Create 'family atmosphere'

Were called 'sister'
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Preparing food for lunch
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Hot chocolate break 
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Saturday, October 22th 1932

Service ended October 22th 

100 volunteers participated for different periods

Work was officially acknowledged 
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Follow up

SCI continued to organise workcamps

SCI become an association and become an international 
network of activities

SCI extended his method to other activities & aims

SCI spread over to other continents

Conscientious objection stayed topic up today
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